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Spring 2011 Topics in Japanese Literary Studies

“Modern Japanese Literature and Media: 1900s-1950s"

The Bulletin Description of the Course:

The course attempts to provide advanced graduate students
with special research methods related to specific topics in
Japanese literary studies. In Spring 2011, Professor Toeda
Hirokazu of the Waseda University will conduct a one-month
intensive seminar, dealing with the issues of modern Japanese
literature and media from the 1900s to the 1950s. Professor

Professors Hirokazu Toeda and Tomi Suzuki

Tomi Suzuki will serve as a host instructor of the course.

The Spring 2011 course investigates a range of interrelated
topics such as 1) changing linguistic conditions and new literary
languages—including the issues of state language policies,
school textbooks, and canon formation—particularly taking

up the cases of the writers who became influential from the



late 1920s through the postwar periods, such as Ibuse Masuji,
Kawabata Yasunari, and Yokomitsu Riichi; 2) development of
publishing industries and the impacts of journalism on literary
and cultural productions and consumptions—particularly
examining the roles of major literary publishing houses
established in the 1910s to the 1920s, such as Iwanami Shoten,
Kaizosha, and Bungei Shunjiisha; 3) new research methods in
examining manuscripts—taking up the cases of the handwritten
manuscripts of several authors from the 1930s; 4) the impact of
censorship on literature and media during the occupation period,
and the significance of examining the traces of forgotten or

remembered censorship in literary texts.

Each class session will consist of a lecture on specific focal
topics and issues, followed by a class discussion on the assigned

texts. The texts will include works by Ibuse Masuji, Kawabata
Yasunari, Yokomitsu Riichi, among others. The instructor
will introduce the new research methods regarding prewar
and postwar journalism and visual media—including film,
photographs, and posters—as well as writers’ manuscripts and

traces of textual generations.

Prerequisites: advanced fluency in modern Japanese and the

instructor’s permission.

Requirements:
—class participation and postings on CourseWorks (in English)
-final paper to be determined in consultation with the
student’s graduate advisor and Professor Suzuki. Due on May 13
(Friday).
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