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“Visualizing Imperial Destinations: Travel Media Art and the Photographic
Classification of Chosen’s Ruins” (FFE D4 B2 H R L3 5 —difEiE R #
THOBERESBLEBAEATT)

Pai Hyung Il (university of California, Santa Barbara)

This paper analyzes the visual, disciplinary, and commercial legacies of the first
generation of media images depicting ancient remains in the Korean peninsula dating
back to the late 19th-early 20th century. The paper is divided into three parts tracing the

multiple origins, archival sources, and producers involved in creating, inscribing and



disseminating ruins photography (75 F.) targeting a mass audience. As one of the
most popular photographic genres since the late-nineteenth century, Korea’s
archaeological and travel archives are now preserved in both public and private museum
and library collections not only in South Korea, but, also in Japan, and the U.S. (eg.
Busan Museum, International Center for Japanese Studies, Kyoto University, MFA
Boston, California Museum of Photography, UC Riverside). The contextualization of
the archaeological, ethnographic, and heritage knowledge contained in these colonial
archives are significant because these turn of the century images portraying the sublime
beauty and sadness of ruins represented by temples, tombs, palaces, and pagodas
framing seductive courtesans, palace ladies, shamans, and deposed royals were pivotal
in the formulation of the enduring tourist image of Korea as a country with the most

authentic, “picturesque” and “time-less” imperial destinations in the Japanese empire.
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